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PRIMITIVE INTERPRETATIONS. 


(1 ) Ancient Egypt the Light of the World: a Work 
of Reclamation and Restitution. In twelve books. 
By Gerald Massey. Two vols. Vol. i., pp. vi + 
544; vol. ii., pp. iv +545-944. (London: T. Fisher 
Unwin, 1907.) 

(2) Primitive Traditional History: the Primitive 
History and Chronology of India, South-Eastern 
and South-Western Asia, Egypt, and Europe, and 
the Colonies thence sent forth. By J. F. Hewitt. 
Two vols. Vol. i., pp. xxviii + 448; vol. ii., pp. viii 
+449-1024. (London : James Parker and Co., 
1907.) 


(1) S \ N E of the recreations of an archaeologist is 
V_/ the reading of the various remarkable works 
that are produced by persons of untrained mind who 
know a little of the subject on which they write and 
are possessed of violent prejudices either for or against 
some particular form of religion. The latter element 
adds spice to the recipe. The peculiar nature of the 
late Mr. Massey’s preface to his present “ work of 
reclamation and restitution in twelve books,” as he 
called it, disarms the critic, however, to some extent. 
He does not know what he ought to say in the 
circumstances. Mr. Massey had in the course of a 
long life read much and noted much. Unluckily he 
had not read deeply enough. He never attempted to 
get his own knowledge, but depended on what others 
said. Hence in any case his book would be of no 
value except as a compilation. But, further, he had 
little idea of what is and what is not permissible in 
logical argument; very few of his syllogisms are 
without a flaw; he had no perception of what is 
possible or impossible in respect of philological com¬ 
parisons, and he was dominated by a fanatical belief 
with regard to the origin of Christianity which at 
once takes his book out of the realm of science. 

It is no use collecting anthropological data if all 
that one wishes to do with it is to prove that Christ 
and the evangelists and disciples were ancient 
Egyptian gods, whose names are twisted to suit the 
argument. For Mr. Massey, Jesus Christ is the 
deified scribe Imouthes or Iemhetep (why, we are not 
told), Thomas is the god Turn, Matthew is Maati 
(“ The two Truths ”), while for John he makes out an 
Egyptian equivalent called Aan. “ The Ritual,” he 
says (p. 905), 


“ preserves the sayings of the Egyptian Jesus who 
was Iu the Su, or Sa of Atum-Rei ? meaning] and 
Iusaas [she was a goddess!] at Ou, and who was 
otherwise known as the Lord in different Egyptian 
religions. . . . This is the original Evangelium 
Veritas [sic : Mr. Massey’s Latin was usually unin¬ 
flected : cf. jus prima noctis ] : the Gospel ac¬ 
cording to Mati = Matthew; to Aan = John; or Tum = 
Thomas,” and so forth. 


On p. 41 Mr. Massey says, 

“ In that [ i.e. the Egyptian language] we find the 
word Ba signifies 10 be, Ba therefore is a form of 
to be. Also it is the name for the Ram and the Goat, 
both of whom are types of the Ba-er or Be-ing, both 
of whom say ‘ Ba.’ The Cow says Moo. Mu (e.g.) 
means the mother, and the mythical mother was 
represented as a moo-cow.” 
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Mr. Massey does not tell us the fact, which rather 
upsets his theory, that the Egyptians did not call a 
cow mu, but ahu. Apart from this, his statement 
that in Egyptian ba means “ to be ” is contrary to 
fact; in Egyptian “to be” is un or iu, and “ to 
become” is kheper; there is no such word as ba 
meaning “ to be.” The word for mother was m-t: 
what the vowel was we do not know, probably au 
(maut). Mr. Massey goes on to say, 

“ The Ibis was one of the self-namers with its 
cry of ‘ Aah-Aah,’ consequently Aah-aah is one name 
of the bird in the Egyptian hieroglyphics, and also 
of the moon which the Ibis represented.” 

Mr. Massey did not know that, though the word 
for “moon” ( not for “ibis,” which is tekhen or 
hib) is written conventionally aah, it was probably 
pronounced something like “ ioh.” Do ibises say 
“ ioh-ioh ” ? 

These are simple misconceptions as to matters of 
fact, and they give us reason to doubt whether Mr. 
Massev has any right to speak patronisingly of the 
work of an anthropologist like Mr. Frazer, as he 
does on p. 672 :— 

“ Here we may say in passing, that the Golden 
Bough contains a learned, large, and serviceable col¬ 
lection of data, but the theories of interpretation 
derived from the writings of Mannhardt are futile. 
Besides which, mythology is not to be fathomed in 
or by a folk-tale, and the Golden Bough is but a twig 
of the great tree of mythology and sign language—a 
twig without its root. The reception of the work in 
England served to show how prevalent and profound 
is the current ignorance of the subject-matter. It 
was hailed as if it had plumbed the depths instead of 
merely extending the superficies.” 

The last remark may be rather a point, but we can 
assure the Gallio, who may say, “ How these 
anthropologists love one another,” that Mr. Massey 
was no anthropologist, but a somewhat peculiar kind 
of mystic, and had no right whatever to criticise Mr. 
Frazer. 

(2) Mr. Hewitt has unaccountably omitted China, 
Mexico, Peru, and Australia from his title. His work 
is comprehensive : it covers the whole world. And 
what it is all about it is difficult to discover. 
“ History ” it is not; there is no history known to 
science in it. But doubtless there is much known 
to Mr. Hewitt, and his Indian confidants, alone. The 
fact that Mr. Hewitt regards avatars of the Buddha 
“ about 10,700 b.c. , ” and from “ about 6700 to 4500 
B.C.,” as historical personages (p. 45) is enough to 
stamp him as a peculiar “historian.” His book is 
an omnium-gatherum of primitive traditions truly, and 
from them Mr. Hewitt, the believer in the historical 
character of avatars of Buddha, essays to disinter the 
early history of the human race by the help of an 
astronomical key. The astronomy we leave to the 
astronomers; of the “ history ” the following excerpt 
may suffice as a specimen 

“ The worship of the left thigh was succeeded by 
the worship of the right thigh of the independent 
sun-god, who took his own path sun-wise through 
the heavens, in whose ritual the right thigh of the 
sacrifice was given as their perquisite to the Jewish 
priests of the house of Kohath, the wearers of the 
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inspiring Ephod, and sons of the almond-tree. This 
age is historically most remarkable as that of the 
great moral upheaval which gave birth to the wide¬ 
spread movement towards individual regeneration, and 
the attainment of sanctity in mind and deed, which 
characterised the history of the Buddha, born as the 
divine physician Osadha-Dharaka, the medicine-child 
in the age of the Yama Devaloko, the twin-stars 
Gemini, when the sun entered the Ashvin constellation 
Gemini in January-February, about 10,700 n.c., and 
which continued through the next succeeding periods 
of his Vessentara birth in the Tusita heaven of wealth. 
. . . This age was, as I show, contemporaneous with 
that characterised in Persian and Zend history as the 
introduction of the religion of Zarathrustra . . . 
during this period a wide-spread rigime of active 
trade, under the guidance of affiliated managers in 
touch with the Indian trade-guilds, was extended 
round the world from India as the centre, to the west 
of Europe under the Phoenicians, and to America. 
During this time of universal peace the world was 
governed by traders and was undisturbed by tribal 
wars. ...” (pp. 45, 46). 

This sort of “ history ” is worthy of a Mahatma. 
We have heard it from Indian and “ theosophical ” 
lips before, and we do not believe a word of it. This 
age of universal peace about 10,700 b.c. “ under the 
guidance of affiliated managers in touch with the 
Indian trade-guilds ” is as unknown to scientific his¬ 
torians as Mr. Ignatius Donnelly’s story of 
“ Atlantis.” It will be news to them, also, to hear 
that Zoroaster lived about 10,700 b.c. ! 


OUR BOOK SHELF. 

Cyclopedia of American Agriculture. Edited by L. H. 
Bailey. Vol. ii., Crops. Pp. xvi + 690. (New 

York : The Macmillan Co.; London : Macmillan 
and Co., Ltd., 1907.) Price 21s. net. 

The second volume of Dr. Bailey’s “ Cyclopedia ” deals 
with the field crops of North America, and opens with 
some interesting chapters on the economic side of plant 
life in general—the control of diseases, the principles 
of plant breeding and introduction, seeding, and the 
management and preservation of the crop. Though 
the plants dealt with in the main section of the book 
include the staple farm crops of this country, one 
cannot but be struck with the enormous diversity of 
the production of the United States. Its agriculture 
started practically on the basis of our own, with crops 
characteristic of temperate and humid climates, cotton 
being the only early addition on a large scale; but as 
population spread south and west, all the products of 
the Mediterranean region became included, and 
latterly the addition of the Sandwich Islands, Cuba, 
and Porto Rico to its territory has brought tropical and 
subtropical plants into the United States list. The 
valuable work done by the plant introduction division 
of the United States Department of Agriculture finds 
ample recognition here; the navel orange, Egyptian 
strains of cotton, with the date palm, the olive, and 
durum wheat for the arid regions, are striking ex¬ 
amples of successful acclimatisation, and elaborate 
attempts are now being made to introduce tea. 

The account of any individual crop is perhaps 
hardly full enough to be of much value to the farmer 
who is already engaged in that particular industry, 
and American conditions of climate and labour render 
much of the information inapplicable to British agri¬ 
culture ; but this volume of the “ Cyclopedia ” would be 
of the greatest service to any settler breaking ground in 
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a new country, and looking round for profitable crops 
outside the accepted routine. As in all cyclopedias, 
many of the illustrations are rather trivial and point¬ 
less, but the full-page reproductions from photographs 
are of real value and often of beauty. 

Penrose’s Pictorial Annual, 1907-8. Vol. xiii. 

Edited by William Gamble. Pp. xvi+184. (Lon¬ 
don : A. W. Penrose and Co., Ltd., n.d.) Price 

5s. net. 

This annual has now Veached its thirteenth volume, 
and although its predecessors have attained a very 
high order of excellence as regards text, illustration, 
and style, the present issue eclipses them all. 

The"volume before us is of perhaps more than 
usual interest, because a fundamental and important 
change has been made throughout the whole book. 
The editor, in his excellent and interesting summary 
of the year’s work, tells us that on previous occasions 
the chief difficulty which became apparent in prepar¬ 
ing these volumes was to present something con¬ 
spicuously new in process work. The difficulty arose 
through the wonderful standard of excellence which 
had already been reached in photo-mechanical pro¬ 
cesses. 

Owing to certain criticisms which indicated that 
the best effects from halt-tones and three-colour blocks 
could only be obtained on highly-glazed paper, and 
with brilliant inks, and this did not comply with the 
canons of good art, an attempt has been made in 
the present volume to meet these views. The paper- 
maker has been asked to make a paper which should 
have a perfect surface without the gloss, and the ink- 
maker has t een requested to prepare inks that would 
be suitable to the new kind of paper. To give the 
text illustrations a better chance, screens with 133 
instead of 150 lines to the inch have been employed. 
The result of this combined effort, which is presented 
in these pages, is distinctly good, and throws great 
credit on all concerned in the endeavour. As in 
former years, the volume teems with a great number 
of excellent illustrations by various processes, and the 
text contains a wealth of information on allied topics. 

The frontispiece is a fine heliotype reproduction from 
an old copper engraving, and the general appearance 
of the book leaves nothing to be desired. 

The book should be found more useful than ever 
to anyone who wishes to seek the best process for 
book or catalogue reproduction, no matter whether 
the illustrations have to deal with the reproductions of 
oil paintings, photographs, black-and-white drawings, 
or such subjects as machinery, woodwork, or china. 

The Education of To-morrow. By John Stewart 

Remington. Pp. 115. (London : Guilbert Pitman, 

1907.) Price 2S. net. 

“It is my honest belief,” says Mr. Remington 
towards the end of his book, “ that at the bottom 
of almost all British failure in business or in industry 
is the nightmareish, unpractical nature of British 
education.” Though he does not appear to be 
familiar enough with the progress which has been 
made during the last ten years in devising and intro¬ 
ducing practical methods into our schools, Mr. 
Remington has much to say that deserves the 
earnest attention of schoolmasters and educational 
authorities generally. “ The education of to-morrow 
will be an education for practical men, every branch 
of which will have to justify itself by ultimate useful¬ 
ness.” He combats successfully the common criticism 
that this would be to make education merely utili¬ 
tarian and to ignore the need for culture. To foster 
in public schoolboys the belief that “ the best people ” 
cannot go in for trade, he describes as “ suicidal.” 
Altogether the little book provides much material for 
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